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FINDERS, KEEPERS

TFar tfrom a mere hobby, building a curated collection entails a lifetime’s worth
of fervent passion and curiosity | WHFERRRATRAEBEYN  MEEFERLRERFTEANFTAESUER
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A high-profile auction never fails to
pique public curiosity. It sheds light on the
private life of a collector and often raises the
question: why are certain items so precious? The
controversial sale of priceless Chinese bronzes,
among other exquisite art and artefacts, from the
late Yves Saint Laurent's estate in 2009 fetched a
record-breaking grand total of more than €377
million at the hands of Christie’s International.
While celebrity sales may attract attention, the
interest in antiques runs the gamut — from the
sales of Elizabeth Taylor's regal jewellery and
Karl Lagerfeld's Memphis Group collectibles to
smaller regional antique markets across Europe
and North America. One thing's for certain —
there's still an interest in precious relics from
the past.

“You never decide to ke a collector,”
explaine Céme Remy. The 20th-century
decorative arts expert worked with Hermes
and notable auction houses including Christie’s
before starting his own consulting business; he
now splits time between his home in Paris and
his teaching job at Hong Kong's Insight School of
Interior Design. “Usually if you receive something
from a grandparent and you fall in love with an
object, you decide to increase your knowledge.
Then, you try to find other objects of the same
quality, designer, period, colour... and that
becomes the beginning of a collection.”

Come's collectors are as diverse as their
collections, with some honing in on furniture
from a very particular period — he has one client
specifically collecting furnishings from 1774,
the beginning of neoclassicism, and another
collecting all manner of decoraticns depicting
elephants. Come and advisers like him scour
auctions and estate sales to find items that will
enrich their existing collections.
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